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Applications of AI

We’ve found a lot of applications of AI and analytics in learning…

https://ethics.mooc.ca/all_applications.htm
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Taking These Applications Into Account

• And it is precisely in these wider accounts of analytics that our 
relatively narrow statements of ethical principles are lacking. 

• It is possible to apply analytics correctly and yet still reach a 
conclusion that would violate our moral sense. 

• And it is possible to use analytics correctly and still do social 
and cultural harm. 



Taking These Applications Into Account

We need look no further than Facebook for evidence of this. But:

• Can we address the issues simply by blocking offensive accounts?

• Are there fundamental issues with Facebook’s algorithm?

• Are Facebook’s incentives – liking and engaging – just wrong?

• Or is the problem with who Facebook serves and what they want?

https://telanganatoday.com/fa
cebooks-new-policy-for-
fighting-coordinated-social-
harm

https://telanganatoday.com/facebooks-new-policy-for-fighting-coordinated-social-harm


There is a Widespread Demand for AI Ethics

• “Misinformation about the 
development, complexity 
and riskiness of AI 
technology is preventing 
proper debate about its 
development.” - WEF

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/07/why-it-s-time-to-change-the-debate-around-ai-ethics/
https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1Gb0000000pTDREA2?tab=publications

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/07/why-it-s-time-to-change-the-debate-around-ai-ethics/
https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1Gb0000000pTDREA2?tab=publications


Managing the Discussion

UNESCO:

1. The consequences of misuse can be 
devastating

2. Hate, division and lies are good for 
business

3. Global inequality is mirrored online

4. The potential benefits are 
enormous

5. We need to agree on international 
AI regulation

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1080192

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1080192


We Need to Dig Deeper

We need to identify not only the most of-cited and common concerns, 
but to dig more deeply into the ethical implications of this technology.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257529091_Understanding_moral_habitability_A_framework_
to_enhance_the_quality_of_the_clinical_environment_as_a_workplace
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A Consensus on Ethics and Analytics?

There are some 
studies, such as Fjeld, 
et.al. (2020) that 
suggest that we have 
reached a consensus 
on ethics and 
analytics. I would 
argue that this is far 
from the case. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3518482

https://www.ecwausa.org/12822-2/
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What is Privacy, For Example?

For example, in the Fjeld, et.al., survey, though 97% of the studies cite 
‘privacy’ as a principle, consensus is much smaller if we look at it in 
detail (Ibid:21). The same if we look at the others, eg. Accountability 
(Ibid:28). 
Sharing is caring, but is privacy theft? PLoS. https://phys.org/news/2018-02-privacy-theft.html
Panama Papers explained: https://www.worldpress.org/article.cfm/panama-papers-explained
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